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It was with great excitement, new creativity and enthusiasm that the North Carolina Association of Black Storytellers ended 2009 with  new projects, as well as those that were our standard events. NCABS has made a practice of finding "THE STORY/OUR STORY" in all genres, and engaging other artists by joining hands and voices with those in all performing art forms.  Furthermore, we made successful attempts to establish alliances with other state and national (Black and historical) organizations, and to be a programmatic ally.

As 2009 ended, Ella Joyce "EJ" Stewart,  a founding member of NCABS,  produced her entertaining  play-reading called "Christmas in A Shoe box."  EJ had the support and assistance of local NCABS members, as well as senior citizens from her apartment complex. She also was joined by well-known actors from the arts community in the Triangle area. This play reading was produced at local libraries, churches and at a community meeting space.

EJ's "Christmas In a Shoe box" family story has now been illustrated by nationally-known  (and NC native) James Ransome, and included in a new Christmas 2010 children's book, entitled "A Joyful Christmas~ A Treasury of New and Classic Songs, Poems, and Stories for the Holiday ~James Ransome; illustrations by James Ransome".  It is now in book stores around the country just in time for this Christmas season.

Baba Jamal Koram, the Storyman was brilliant, as he was the guest Storyteller at a Kwanzaa Program, which was planned by NCABS member Sauuda Eshe'  in Rocky Mount, NC.  

Several NCABS storytellers participated in the Annual NPR/ PRI International Kwanzaa Production of "A Season's Griot", which is produced each year from the studio of WHQR Radio in Wilmington, NC. The program (written and MC' ed by Madafo Lloyd Wilson)  shared stories that  focused on "OUR CHILDREN," and those who care for their safety, education, their up-bringing and their well-being.

Our first  2010 affiliate meeting was held in Charlotte. This is an annual meeting which occurs during the Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday weekend. Sister Elisha Minter planned and promoted a community Storytelling event, which was held after our NCABS meeting.

Another January annual event is The African American Cultural Celebration, which is  promoted and  planned by the North Carolina Museum of History (and scheduled for the 30th of January). However, this past January, it had to be postponed (until June) due to snowy weather on the scheduled date.

During February / Black History Month, our members were busy with engagements across the state in schools, churches and community centers.  
On Feb. 3rd, - Willa Brigham's Smart Start Kids  program...a local WRAL  TV Children's Program  again won an Emmy from the MidSouth Regional Emmy Awards ceremony in Nashville, Tenn. We are also proud that Willa is now a National Storytelling Network.Board member.

On the 20th of Feb, I, as NCABS president went to DC to represented NCABS at the annual Association for the Study of African American Life and History  (ASALH) Luncheon in Washington, DC. ASALH  was already meeting locally to plan this international conference in Raleigh, NC in the Fall, and NCABS was making plans to be represented on the program. 

On the 28th of February, several  of our members did an afternoon Storytelling program at a church in Northeastern North Carolina...in the city of Elizabeth City. This church group was "new" to Storytelling, and they were extremely receptive and a wonderful audience.

The last of February through the first week in March, Willa Brigham invited us to join her for an easy "Retreat" in order to "Relax and Reflect" at her timeshare condo in Myrtle Beach, SC. The group was very small, but it allowed a slow easy three days of eating, sleeping, talking, reading, sharing stories, and working on your own hobbies indoors, especially since it was cold and rainy outside...and on one of those days,  there were snow flurries! 

In March, during Women’s History Month, the N. C. Museum of History featured a readers’ theater play called "Sacred Fire: Phillis Wheatley and Her Friends.  This play was researched and written by NCABS member Rudy Wallace (a Raleigh-based/ West Indian-born playwright), who told the poignant story of the nation’s first published African American poet. It was well received and well attended  by the community. Also, during this month,  Baba Jamal completed "building" our new NCABS web site, and our members' pictures and information was placed on the site!

On April 24th, NCABS were Storytellers at Livingstone College's Annual Children's Book Festival. We did Storytelling from 10am til 2pm. on the front lawn of the College to an active field of children, parents and  Livingstone College students. We even had a couple of college students express interest in the craft.

Continuing into the Spring of the year,  NCABS members journeyed to participate again in the Annual US Colored Troops Symposium on May 6-9, 2010. This annual Symposium, which usually takes place in March, was postponed until May....so that it could blend in and participate with New Bern, NC's  Tri-Centennial!  Our female members participated in period dress, along with the Ladies of F.R.E.E.D. from Washington, DC. We portrayed  and told the stories of women (known and unknown) from  the Civil War Era, who assisted soldiers and citizens in the FREEDOM effort. Mitch Capel did his sensational portrayal of a USCT soldier in the heat of war.

On Monday, May 10th EJ Stewart went to  Jacksonville, NC and represented NCABS at a local History and Heritage Trail that was being celebrated  in that city. EJ lived and went to school  in that area, and so she was "a  natural".  Then, from May 13 - 16, 2010 Baba Jamal held his Annual Retreat at the Franklinton Center, and several NCABS members assisted and were in attendance.

June 5th brought us to the earlier postponed African American Cultural Celebration at the NC Museum of History. NCABS  did two sessions of Storytelling, with Eleanora Tate as our moderator. This celebration occurred about  two weeks before the Juneteenth date, and some of our stories were centered around that historical theme. Juneteenth was celebrated in nearly every major city in NC, and in many instances, this commemoration was planned and spearheaded by NCABS members from those areas in the state. 

During the summer months,  members of NCABS helped to plan and advise the ASALH group who came to  NC to plan the Fall convention. Local NCABS members faithfully met and helped to advise and plan for their  local  needs and conference matters.  Our local NCABS members volunteered to be tour guides, etc.  NCABS paid a fee to join as a group member. Therefore, we had persons represent us as a speaker /presenter.  
In August,   NCABS held our annual summer meeting at the Umoja Festival in Fayetteville, NC. Yawa and Kwami Turpah were our generous hosts. We did storytelling to "a-standing-room-only"  and "a children-sitting-in-adult-laps"  crowd.!. 
Rudy Wallace did his new play at ASALH,  called "The Honored Guest, Frederick Douglass At Home" , and he repeated it at an African American Catholic Church in Cary, NC on Nov. 6th. 
During the Labor Day weekend, Raleigh held its first African American Cultural Festival... September. 4 - 5 in downtown Raleigh. NCABS was represented by sharing a booth with another local group, and passing out literature re: storytelling. We are speaking with organizers about more involvement next year.
In early October, I was asked to come to Aiken, SC/North Augusta, GA. I told stories at a local church,  at a high school,  and at a community park.  I encouraged the African American Community to seek out  their SC storytellers and their original  and family stories...as well as to organize and discover NABS anew.
In conclusion, NCABS has had a very busy year,...and we have even earned a few new members. We hope to continue to increase our membership, and to encourage our existing members to renew their loyalty to NABS and NCABS.
 

Respectfully submitted,
Beverly Fields Burnette
President of the NC Assoc.of Black Storytellers
919-673-5786 (cell)
